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SECTION 5: SEWER DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Section 5.01 General: 

The design and construction of building sewers, private sewers, and public sewers shall 
be in conformance with this Ordinance and the District Specifications. 

Section 5.02 Building Sewers: 

A. All costs and expenses incidental to the installation and connection of any building 
sewer to the District's facilities shall be borne jointly and severally by the 
owner/applicant thereof and said owner/applicant shall indemnify the District from 
loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned to any party by the 
installation of the building sewer. 

B. A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every structure on a 
parcel; provided, however, that the provisions of this Section may be waived by the 
General Manager. 

1. If waived by the General Manager, two or more structures on a single parcel 
under one ownership may be served by the same common building sewer if it is 
unlikely, under local agency zoning and general plans, that the parcel can be 
subdivided in the future.   

2. If for any reason, the property is subsequently divided, each building is required 
to then be separately and independently connected to the public sewer.  It shall 
be unlawful for the owner(s) of the subdivided property to thereafter continue to 
use in common the same building sewer. 

3. No additional structure(s) on a single parcel shall connect to or be served 
through any other structure’s building drain. 

4. Any additional structure(s) on a single parcel where the wastewater must be lifted 
by artificial means for discharge shall be separately and independently 
connected to a collector sewer. 

C. No backfill shall be placed until the work has been inspected by the District, and in 
the event of a violation of this requirement, the sewer facilities must be uncovered at 
the owner/applicant's expense, and the District shall have the right to disconnect said 
property from the District sewer system until such violation is corrected.  The owner 
of said property shall pay to the District a reconnection charge in accordance with the 
District’s Fee Schedule Resolution prior to the reconnection, together with all costs 
and expenses incurred by the District in making such reconnection. 
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D. Existing building sewers may be used in connection with new structures only when 
they are found, after examination and test, to meet all of the requirements of the 
District Specifications.  All examinations and testing shall be done by the real 
property owner under District inspection.  Said owner shall be responsible for all 
associated costs for such examinations and testing, and shall be responsible to 
correct all deficiencies at his/her expense prior to making connection; provided 
however, that in cases when the building sewer lower lateral has previously been in 
service with the District, the District may opt to perform repairs on the lower lateral at 
its expense. 

E. Any damage to the District sewer facilities caused as a result of the installation of a 
building sewer shall be the responsibility of the owner/applicant, and the 
owner/applicant shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the District. 

Section 5.03 Private Sewers: 

A. All private sewer systems shall be designed and constructed in accordance with 
applicable sections of this Ordinance and District Specifications. 

B. The District shall have the right to inspect the installation and/or repair of all private 
in-tract laterals, mains and appurtenances, and the owner/applicant or operator shall 
be obligated to pay to the District applicable fees and costs in accordance with the 
District’s Fee Schedule Resolution.   

C. In the case of mobile home parks, as with all private sewer systems, all in-tract 
laterals, mains, and appurtenances shall be and remain the property of the mobile 
home park owners, and the District shall have no obligation to operate, maintain, 
repair or replace any private facilities. 

Section 5.04 Public Sewers – Main Extensions: 

A. Main Extensions.  Each property owner is responsible for the installation of a 
collector sewer across the property frontage or through the property, as the case 
may be, to serve additional land in the natural drainage or shed area. 

B. There shall be on file in the District's office a Master Plan showing the District's 
existing and proposed trunk sewer system. 

1. In the event that the connection of a structure or property to the District's sewer 
system involves a main extension which forms a part of the District's existing or 
proposed trunk system as shown in the aforesaid Master Plan, the District may 
participate in the cost of installation of said main extension to the extent that the 
amount or size of pipe and appurtenances involved constitute a benefit to the 
District generally and the cost of such main extension and appurtenances 
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benefiting only the owner/applicant or developer of the property or structure shall 
be borne by such owner/applicant or developer. 

2. In the event that the connection of a structure or property to the District sewer 
system does not involve an extension to the District trunk system as shown by 
the aforesaid Master Plan, said installation shall be made at the sole cost of the 
owner/applicant or developer. 

C. In the event the District requires that an owner/applicant or developer construct or 
reconstruct sewers of a size larger than would normally be required to serve the real 
property owner/applicant or developer, the District may agree in writing to participate 
in the cost of the oversizing of such facilities. 

D. The District may, in its discretion, negotiate and enter into refund agreements with 
the owner of lands in cases where such lands are being improved and the owner has 
or will install facilities which can be used for the benefit of property not participating in 
the original cost of construction. 

1. In no event shall the obligation assumed by the District pursuant to any refund 
agreement extend beyond the term of 10 years from the date of such agreement. 

E. All public sewer main extensions and/or installations shall be within public rights of 
way or properly granted/dedicated easements to the District. 

F. District funds representing basic participation charges shall not be used for the 
purpose of financing or in any way participating in the cost of wastewater collection 
systems required by the District to be built by others. 


